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The property was purchased by the Great Yarmouth 
Preservation Trust in September 2013 for £100,000.  It was 
considered that it was in a state of terminal decay and soon 
would be beyond repair, unless urgent action was taken.  
The building is well-known in Great Yarmouth as the long-
standing business, Howkins, Jewellers. 
 
The property is now described as a mid-17th century house, 
probably with the shop front rebuilt in 1830. From the 
outside, on the property’s north aspect as viewed from Row 
113, one can see the development of the property. 
 
At the front facing onto King Street there are remnants of a 
17th building and it was probably occupied by a merchant 
with a shop.  The earlier flint and brick seen on the side 
elevation in the adjoining Row 113 is probably 16th century. 
The front and interior were altered in the Georgian era 
(c1830).  The shop front is Victorian.  Inside there is a beam 
dated as 1650 and an elegant Georgian staircase.  The 
sash windows are Georgian.  The property provides a good 
example of how a building has evolved over many 
centuries. The Great Yarmouth Preservation Trust will 
undertake a full repair and conservation of the property 135 King Street in 2013 

View down Row 113 looking east 



 

The unrestored wall paintings in 
135 King Street 

The beam dated 1550 in the Row cottages 

The beam dated 1650 in 135 King Street 

Inside the Row cottages 

The restored paintings in  
St. George’s Church 



.The front of the building is joined to 
two Row cottages which are dated 
as 16th century.  The gable end of 
the cottages can be viewed from 
the west of Row 113.  This rear 
façade has two 17th century gable 
projections.  The roofs are 
separated by a valley.  In the 
ground floor of the cottages is a 
reeded bridging beam dated 1550. 

 
Behind the cottages was a courtyard which is now roofed 
over and at the rear of the property is a Victorian warehouse. 
 
In the front first floor room of 135 King Street plasterboard 
has been removed, which revealed Georgian panelling.  The 
panelling was removed in the search for asbestos revealing 
painted walls of a marble character.  It appears that there are 
two layers of paint.  It is thought that the decorative marbling 
had been painted in the early part of the 18th century.  In 
places it has been over-painted.  It is similar to the unique 
and expensive marble decoration seen on the columns in St. 
George’s Church (c1715), but is less sophisticated. It is grey 
and pink.  The idea to paint the walls in this room might have 

come from the church or, maybe, from 
a Grand Tour.   Also in this room are 
pieces of wallpaper which pre-dates 
1830.  It was nailed to the wall as 
wallpaper was expensive and nailing 
allowed it to be moved to another 
place.  These decorative effects show 
that the property was of high status 
and vied with the properties on South 
Quay in terms of grandeur.  Other 
finds in the property are the original 
closets, still with their 18th century 
wooden wig hooks, mullion windows, 
old beams, hidden doorways, 
staircases, alcoves and passages. 
 
The building was listed as  grade II in 
1974 and it is on the buildings at risk 
register.  It is described in the listing 
as:  
 

The rear of 135 King Street showing the two  
17th century gables 

Cleaned area of the wall painting 

Green foliated wallpaper with dirt 
particles.  Dated prior to 1830 



Top: Map of Great Yarmouth1668 
Middle: Map of King Street 1819 showing buildings extending southwards on the east side of King Street 

Gaol Street became Middlegate Street 
Bottom:  Laing’s Map of Great Yarmouth 1855 showing King Street and buildings outside the wall 

* Row 113   * 135 King Street 

 



Mid C17 house, probably with a shop. Front 
block rebuilt c1830 in stuccoed brick. 
Remainder of brick and flint. Pantiled  roofs. 
Facade is of 3 storeys; 4-window range. Late 
C20 shop front with fluted consoles either 
side of fascia board. 4 recessed 6/6 
unhorned sashes to each floor above. 
Bracketed eaves cornice. Bell-based gabled 
roof with one rebuilt gable-end stack to the 
south. In Row 113 earlier flint and brick 
construction is evident and there is a blocked 
C17 2-light ovolo-moulded mullioned window 
with diamond-section sub-mullions. 
Extension to west with a C18 6-panelled door 
and surround. The rear has two C17 2-storey 
gabled projections. West faces rendered and 
each with 2 blocked windows. INTERIOR: 
ground floor has a reeded C16 bridging 
beam, re-used. Stick baluster staircase with 
ramped and wreathed handrail. First-floor 
front room has a sunk quadrant-moulded 
bridging beam with a jewelled tongue stop.  
 
The interior wall paintings are being expertly 

consolidated and preserved by a team from Estonia, including Merike Kallas, lecturer and Eva 
Tammekivi, a Master of Arts student of the Conservation Department, Estonian Academy of Arts 
and Jean Lambe and Chris Pickup, Master of Arts students from Crick Smith, University of 
Lincoln.  On-going research into the paintings will take many months. 
 
The conservators were , and Eva Tammekivi, MA Student, from the Conservation Department, 
Estonian Academy of Arts, and  
 
King Street was probably named following a visit by King Charles II in 1671, who was mightily 
impressed with it.  It was one of the few streets in Great Yarmouth that ran from north to south.  
Manship, tells us that the houses in King Street were built flankwise to the Town Wall and the 
open space between these houses and the wall were used by ropemakers.17  Until 1678 the east 
side of the street was open to the town wall and formed an area known as the Deneside. This 
open space was occupied by ropemakers until 1678 when the Corporation ordered that all the 
ropemakers’ posts and things there to be pulled up. The ground was then sold for building 
purposes.24   McBride states that the first buildings on the east side of King Street and to the south 
of the Market Place were erected in 1681.  Over the years the street was extended southwards, 
for example the property, 51 King Street, to the south and nearly opposite 135 King Street was 
erected in 1772.18     By 1863, King Street, had become one of the major shopping centres of the 
town, containing many varied shops.    
 
The occupants of this property from the early days is difficult to ascertain.  The adjoining Row 
113, which ran from Middlegate Street to King Street, was anciently called Tilson's South Row. 
Thomas Tilson was a member of the Corporation in 1626 1, so it can be assumed that he lived in 
the property at the King Street end of Row 113.  Row 113  was later known as Errington Row and 
Ferrier the Surgeon’s Row. 
 
Charles J. Palmer wrote in 1874: at the south-east corner of Row 113 there is a dwelling-house, 
which for many years was occupied by George Errington, who was extensively engaged in the 
herring fishery, and compiled voluminous statistics relating to the same, which are now in the 
Public Library 2 (now deposited in the Norfolk Record Office).  This journal, dated 1787-1828, 
gives George Errington the younger’s address as King Street, Great Yarmouth and gives details 
season by season of grounds fished, catches, prices, numbers and types of vessels engaged, 

135 King Street in 1885 



times of fleets leaving and returning, market 
information mainly from London, the Baltic 
and the Mediterranean, but one reference to 
America, the organisation of the industry 
including meetings of the fish merchants to fix 
prices and details of a wage agreement in 
1821, Government bounties, the success of 
the Lowestoft, Cromer, and Southwold 
fisheries and the Dutch Fleet, occasional 
references to other catches including 
pilchards, mackerel and whale, the building of 
new curing houses during booms, losses at 
sea and the weather and the great gales of 
1789, 1807, 1808, 1810, 1820 and 1821, 
statistics of numbers employed in the East 
Anglian fisheries in 1807, and records of 
catches and vessels per owner at Yarmouth in 1807-
1813. There are frequent references to the success 
of one of the Erringtons' own boat, the Neutral, and a 
general report of 1798 on the herring fisheries in 
Norway, Gothenberg, the Isle of Man, Ireland, 
Liverpool, Scotland, Yarmouth, Dover and Hastings 
is copied in.  The document is in one hand throughout 
and watermarks dated 1821 and 1827 occur. 
 
The journal contains many items of interest.  For 
example, George Errington wrote on 24th September 
1795: the boats returned from the north seas (being a 

long trip for very few ordinary fish) except 
one, the Providence belonging to W. D. and 
N. Palmer, which was captured by Le 
Vanweur, privateer and scuttled.  This was a 
good boat, which with her materials was 
worth £400 or £500, and the circumstances 
spread great alarm amongst the fish owners.  
The crew were treated with great kindness 
and humanity by the French captain.  They 
were set ashore a few days after and 
returned to Yarmouth.  This privateer also 
captured two vessels from Lynn.  Errington 
relates in 1807 that he had seven ships 
(three boats, two cobles and two yawls). By 
1809 he had added another yawl to his 
complement.   His boat he mentions most is 
the Neutral, which was skippered by Mr. 

Otley. 
 
In 1819, Preston, wrote: under the head of 
general improvements, may surely be ranked 
the recent establishments of several new fish
-offices, which have been judiciously placed 
upon the Denes, and some, though not quite 
so eligibly situated, have been built in the 
town and vicinity, and those of Messrs. Baily, 
Harrison, Palmers, Lettis, Errington, 
Stevenson, Minter, Green and Larter with 

Errington basic family tree 

The baptismal record of George Errington the 
younger: (Old Meeting House) 

Old Meeting House, Gaol Street 



 

Advertisement from the Ipswich Journal 
29th March 1788 

Advertisement from the Norfolk Gazette 
15th July 1797 

Advertisement from the Norfolk Chronicle 
12th February 1852 

Norfolk Chronicle 3rd March 1849 

Undated newspaper advertisement placing Errington 
in Chapel Street (later King Street)  

Vlieland was born in Rotterdam in 1796 and died 
 in Norwich in 1865 



 

Advertisement from the Bury and 
Norwich Post 

20th February 1811 

Advertisement from the Norfolk Chronicle  
18th February 1832 

George Errington at this time was living in the United 
States of America 

 
A Deed of Assignment is a document in which a 

debtor appoints a trustee to take charge of property 
to pay debts, partly or wholly.  It allows one party 
(the assignor) to transfer ownership of something 

they own, such as a house or endowment policy, to 
someone else (the assignee) 

Advertisement from the Ipswich Journal 
7th November 1767 

The house to be auctioned is at the north-east corner of  
Row 102 running from Middlegate Street to King Street. 

Note that it had a sea view looking down what is now 
Trafalgar Road 

Advertisement from Norfolk News 
27th June 1868 

W. B. is Walter Bebee 



several others, have been erected on an extensive 
scale, eminently calculated for curing the herrings 
in the best manner.19 

 

George Errington won a number of awards for his 
fishing journal and his contribution to the 
improvement of the fishing industry. He is said to 
have been responsible for the improving the cure of 
white herrings after the manner of the Dutch 
pickled herring.  He employed experienced Dutch 
fishermen, who held the secret of their trade.  They 
used the herring buss, a type of sea-going fishing 
vessel used by Dutch and Flemish herring 
fishermen in the 15th century through to the early 
19th century. The buss was first adapted for use as 
a fishing vessel in the Netherlands, after the 
invention of gibbing, which made it possible to 
preserve herring at sea. 3 

 

Gibbing is the process of preparing salt herring in which the gills and part of the gullet are 
removed from the fish, eliminating any bitter taste. The liver and pancreas are left in the fish 
during the salt-curing process, because they release enzymes essential for flavour. The fish is 
then cured in a barrel with one part salt to 20 herrings.  The use of the buss made longer voyages 
feasible, and hence enabled 
Dutch fishermen to follow the 
herring shoals far from the 
coasts. The first herring buss 
was probably built in Hoorn 
around 1415. The last one 
was built in Vlaardingen 

in1841.  

George Errington the younger 
was born into the family home 
of at least 40 years standing 
at the time of his birth on 12th 
October 1761.  It was on the 
corner of Row 113 in Chapel 
Street.  The full length of this 
street was called King Street, 
but by many it was called 
Chapel Street from the south 
side of St. George’s Church.  He was the son of George Errington the elder (1720-1795) and 
Elizabeth Colby (died 1801), who were married on 9th November 1758.   
 
George Errington the elder’s father, Samuel Errington the elder married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Joseph Baker, who was a fish owner and fishing merchant and who lived in a large house at the 
north-east corner of Row 102 (Packet Office Row) running from Middlegate Street to King Street.   
By 1874 it had been divided into two.  After Samuel Errington the elder’s death the house was 
possessed by Rev’d. Francis Turner.  Samuel Errington the elder inherited a considerable 
number of fishing properties from his father-in-law, Joseph Baker, who died in 1732.4  Samuel 
and Elizabeth had four sons: Benjamin, Samuel the younger, Joseph and George Errington the 
elder.  Samuel the elder died in 1766.   
 
There is a deed dated 3rd March 1753 for the sale of a tar house, goods in trade, and 
assignments of debt in trade between Samuel Errington the elder to George Errington the elder. 
The site was purchased for £200. There was a tar house and a shed, belonging to the spinning 

A herring buss 

Row 102 King Street 



ground on the Denes, abutting against the east mount wall. The tar house, standing on the Denes 
was built by Henry Brown and bought and purchased by Samuel Errington from Nathaniel 
Symonds and Henry Gibson together with the tar, copper etc.  
At some point, after his father’s death in 1766, George Errington the elder moved to 135 King 
Street.  How much of Joseph Baker’s fortune passed on to George the elder and his brothers we 
do not know, but from records of the time we know he and his family were land-owners, who were 
well respected and owned boats, curing-houses and ropeworks in Great Yarmouth. We also know 
from church records that the family were, for many years, non-conformist and worshiped at the 
Old Meeting House in Goal Street, which was built in 1733 and demolished in 1869. It would 
seem that the Erringtons had more than one string to their bow.  Herring and mackerel fishing 
were seasonal, as was herring curing.  They also ran a prosperous ropeworks and after 
ropewalks were banned from within the town walls, they moved them outside the walls.  
Ropewalks were in abundance near to his home and on the dunes.  In the 1754 Poll Book for 
Great Yarmouth, Samuel and his son George are listed as ropemakers.  Another son, Joseph is 
listed as a salesman.  The Poll Book for Great Yarmouth for 1777 shows George Errington the 
elder as a ropemaker and a Samuel Errington as a mariner. 
 
A title deed of 1803 mentions: the hemp house and ground, then late fish house of George 
Errington, ropemaker of the east part.  
 
George Errington the younger is listed in Pigot’s directory of 1830 as a ship owner, curer and 
ropemaker.  Previously, in 1826, he is listed as a merchant. In the Poll Book of 1790 both George 
Errington, the elder and the younger, are listed as living in Great Yarmouth and working as 
ropemakers. In 1796, George Errington the younger is a ropemaker in the Poll Book, as he is in 
1807.  By 1812 he is listed as a merchant.  
 
In the Yarmouth Mercury of 1927, George Mayman, the last of the ropemakers east of the river, 
reminiscences:  just over 100 years ago (c 1827) there were over 100 ropemakers and twine 
spinners voting as Freeman of Great Yarmouth. 

 
George Errington the younger was to marry twice.  He married his first wife, Hannah Mowes, in 
Great Yarmouth on 21st April 1789 13 and they produced at least three children, two of whom died 
very young.  A daughter, Emily born in 1798, was the only child to survive.  When Hannah died 
George Errington the younger married again, this time to Harriet Notcutt of Ipswich in 
Suffolk.  From this marriage two sons and five daughters were born between 1812 and 1822. 3 

 

Harriet Notcutt’s maternal grandfather was William Notcutt of Ipswich, whose business was 
extensive.  He is said to be so afraid of a horse that he walked to London from Ipswich, a distance 
of some 70 miles, twice a year, until he was 60 years old.  When returning on his last trip, having 
walked 53 miles and being tired, he was persuaded to get into a chaise with a friend to ride the 
remainder of the way.  The horse bolted and he was thrown out and killed. 7 

 

Emily Errington (by George’s first marriage) married Richard Cowling Taylor (1789-1851) in 1820, 
who was an English surveyor and geologist.  In the early part of his career, Taylor was engaged 
on the Ordnance Survey of England.  Subsequently, he was occupied in reporting on mining 
properties, including that of the British Iron Company in South Wales, his plaster model of which 
received the Isis Medal of the Society of Art.  In July 1830, he travelled to the United States of 
America and, after surveying the Blossburg coal region in Pennsylvania, he spent three years in 
the exploration of the coal and iron veins of the Dauphin and Susquehanna Coal Company in 
Dauphin County in the same state. He published an elaborate report with maps. He also made 
surveys of mining lands in Cuba and the British provinces. His knowledge of theoretical geology 
led him to refer the old red sandstone that underlies the Pennsylvania coalfields to its true place, 
corresponding with its location in the series of European rocks. He was elected a Fellow of the 
Geological Society of London.  He had four daughters and he died at Philadelphia on 26th 
October 1851. He devoted much time to archaeology, and published Index Monasticus, or the 
Abbeys and other Monasteries, Alien Priories, Friaries, Colleges, Collegiate Churches and 
Hospitals with their dependencies formerly established in the Diocese of Norwich and the Ancient 



 

The sale of Mr. Pettingill’s property after his bankruptcy.   
Pettingill was George Errington the younger’s partner 

Norfolk Chronicle 17th July 1824 



Kingdom of East Anglia in 1821. His other principal 
works were: On the Geology of East Norfolk, 1827; 
Statistics, History, and Description of Fossil Fuel, 2nd 
edition 1841; Statistics of Coal, Philadelphia, 1848; 2nd 
edition revised, 1854; and the Coalfields of Great 
Britain, with Notices of Coalfields in other parts of the 
World, 1861.  Taylor compiled the index to the new 
edition of William Dugdale’s Monasticon, 1860, which 

took him two years. He also contributed fourteen papers 
to the archives of the United Friars of Norwich, and 
many articles to the Magazine of Natural History.6 

 
Benjamin, Samuel Errington the elder’s brother’s 
gravestone miraculously survived the bombing of St. 
Nicholas’ Church, Great Yarmouth and the subsequent 
fire during the Second World War.  The stone can be 
seen in the north aisle of the church.  Benjamin 
Errington is listed in the Poll Book for Great Yarmouth in 
1714.  He died in 1748, aged 62, leaving Elizabeth his 
widow, who died in 1766, aged 79.  
 
Samuel Errington the younger is listed in the Yarmouth 
Poll Book of 1756 as living in Great Yarmouth and his 
occupation is stated as a ropemaker.  He is also listed in 
the Poll Book for 1768 as a freeholder in Great 
Yarmouth 
 
On 8th November 1783, the Norfolk Chronicle reported that: on Wednesday at night as Mr. 
Errington, the tide-officer of Yarmouth, was going on board a ship in that harbour, he 
unfortunately fell from a plank that was laid from the Quay to the ship, and was drowned.  This 
was Samuel, the brother of  George Errington the elder. 
 
George Errington the younger was a direct descendent of an English soldier, who was killed at 
the Battle of Culloden in 1746, fighting for the Stuarts. 7  The next in line was Benjamin Errington, 
who was born in Northumberland and a wealthy merchant.  He died at the age of 77 years. He 
was followed by Samuel Errington the elder.  Following him in the ancestral line was George 
Errington the elder, who was also a wealthy merchant.  He had two daughters and one son.  He 
died in 1795 in his seventies. To his son, George the younger, he left an annual income of £800.    
George Errington the younger carried out a large merchandising business and was an extensive 
ship owner.  Pigot’s Directory Of Norfolk of 1822 lists Errington and Pettingill of the Denes as 
ropemakers. In 1824, George Errington the younger’s partner, Pettingill, was made bankrupt. 
During the French Revolution (1789-99), George Errington the younger was the President of the 
Revolutionary Club, where his views were radically expressed.  He received a warning from the 
British Government that unless he kept quiet he would be arrested and imprisoned for high 
treason.  He and his wife belonged to the Unitarian Church at Great Yarmouth.  George Errington, 
the younger took part in the Great Festival at Yarmouth on the Quay in April 1814.  The festival 
was held to celebrate Napoleon’s downfall.  George Errington the younger subscribed £5 for the 
event, which was higher than the average amount subscribed.  He emigrated (probably in 1830) 
to the United States of America with his family joining him later in 1832.  The family travelled on 

Norfolk Chronicle 27th March 1824 
(A chapman is a trader/peddler) 

The gravestone of Benjamin Errington in 
St. Nicholas’ Church 



the ship the James and Henry Cumming.  According to the Norwich Mercury of 24th April 1830: 
the James and Henry Cummings, a fine new fast sailing ship, burthen 550 tons, has excellent 
accommodation for cabin and steerage passengers, having a spacious and lofty 'tween decks of 
seven feet. Steerage Passage travelling to New York for adults, £5 and for all children under 14 
years of age, half price. 
  
George Errington the younger died in 1839 at the age of 78 years in New York.14  His wife, 
Harriet, died in 1859 at the age of 78 years at Clifton, Staten Island, New York.   They had eight 
children of whom the following survived into maturity: Harriet, Elizabeth, Charlotte, Georgina, 
George and Frank.  His American descendants state that George Errington the younger met with 
some business reverses when he was about 65 years old.   Although he enjoyed comfort he did 
not recover his wealth.3 

 

There is a title deed dated 1838 concerning John Danby Palmer to own a shed on the Denes 
near Chapel Mount (directly to the east of St. George’s Church), a spinning ground extending to 
St. Peter’s Church (built 1831-33) and a rope walk extending to Chapel Road (St. George’s 
Road), part of a property including a tar-house, tar-copper, capstan etc. and a shed and 
ropemaking equipment.  This area was conveyed in 1753 by Samuel Errington to his son, George 
the elder.  It was sold in 1832 to Palmer by George Errington the younger, late of Great Yarmouth 
and now of the United States of America.  It was later sold by John Danby Palmer to James Hurry 
Palmer in 1838, when it was stated that the ropewalk was 76 feet long.20  It can be said that the 
Errington ropewalk was directly 
outside his house at 135 King Street 
on what is now Deneside.  
 

After the Erringtons left Great 
Yarmouth the property was in the 
possession of William Smith Ferrier, 
surgeon and the Coroner for the 
Borough from 1836 to 1848; being 
the first appointed to that office after 
the passing of the Municipal 
Corporation Act.  Previously two 

coroners were annually elected by 
the Inquest of the Corporation.1  

William Smith Ferrier was born in 
1804 in Norfolk. He was a surgeon to 
Great Yarmouth Hospital and had 
qualified in 1826. After a period practising in London he returned to Great Yarmouth in 1827.  
Ferrier came from a distinguished family. Three of his ancestors had been the Mayor of Norwich 
in the 15th and 16th centuries, one was a Bailiff of Great Yarmouth in the 17th century and two 
had been the Mayor of Great Yarmouth in the 18th century. One of these had been the Member 
of Parliament for Great Yarmouth in the early 18th century.  William Smith Ferrier married 
Charlotte Pymer of Beccles.  He died in 1848 and is buried in the family vault in Hemsby 
churchyard. On Ferrier’s death, C. H. Chamberlain was elected coroner. He defeated Dr. F. N. 

Palmer, a surgeon, for the post by 21 votes to nine.  At the 
meeting, the vote for the office of coroner was deferred, as a 
mark of respect as Ferrier had not yet been interred.8 

 

In the 1841 Great Yarmouth census, William Ferrier and his 
wife, Charlotte and ten month daughter and four servants 
aged between 15 and 16 years are listed at 135 King Street. 

 

In 1851, the property was in the hands of Samuel Lessey, a 
grocer.  He was living there with his wife, niece, his 

* The Ferrier grave at Hemsby Church 

Samuel Less(e)y token 
grocer and tea dealer 



apprentice and a house servant.  Later, Samuel Lessey moved to 18 King Street.  He died in 
October 1866 and left £600. 
 
By 1861, the property had changed hands.  It was now a boot and shoemaker’s run by Charles 
Green.  He lived with his wife, three children and five lodgers.  On 13th November 1861, the 
Green family left Plymouth for Brisbane, Australia on board the Wansfell.  
 
In 1863, John McMurray, a travelling draper is listed as living here.  In the Ipswich Journal of 27th 

December 1862, there is an advertisement for the sale of clocks, watches and furniture; the stock 
of the bankrupt, Lawrence Brown; applications to be made to J. McMurray,135 King Street, Great 
Yarmouth; Messrs. Brewster and Co., 13 Walbrook, London or Mr. J. M. Pollard, solicitor and 
auctioneer, Ipswich. 
 
In 1874, Charles Palmer stated that: the present possessor of the property on the south side of 
Row 113, near the east end is C. B. Dashwood.   This house at one time evidently was of some 
importance.  There is also an old tenement over-hanging the row.  Near the west end of this Row 
there was a public house called the Bee, a sign sometimes accompanied by the following verse: 
 

 Within this hive, we're all alive, 
 Good liquor makes us funny ; 
If you are dry, step in and try, 

The flavour of our honey. 1 

 

In 1830, Charles Burton Dashwood was practising as a surgeon in Gentleman’s Walk in Beccles 
before moving to Great Yarmouth.  He practised from various places in the town; at Regent Street 
in 1839, 5 St. George’s Terrace (Road) in 1851 and in 1867 at 2 King Street.  By 1864, he had 
moved to 135 King Street.  Dashwood was born in 1812, the son of a clergyman at Caistor St. 
Edmund, and had qualified in 1834. He became a surgeon at the General Hospital and a Medical 
Officer to various insurance societies. Dashwood practised in Great Yarmouth from 1835 to 1872. 
He was the Coroner for the Borough in the 1870s.  In 1838, he was presented with a handsome 
piece of plate, simple but ornamental, by a discerning and enlightened public to reward his skilful 
exertions. It was a butler’s tray engraved in the centre with his name and profession. It was made 
in Birmingham and weighed 40 ounces. 8 

 

The census return for 1871 states that the widower, Charles Dashwood, was living here with his 
daughter and two servants.  Charles Dashwood died on 5th May 1880 at 5 Prince of Wales’ Road 
in Norwich and left c£7,000. His wife, Emily Louisa died on 10th August 1870 at Great Yarmouth.  
She was 57 years of age. 

 
In 1878 Thomas Walter Bebee is resident at 135 King Street as a fancy bread and biscuit baker 
and confectioner. 9  In the 1881 census return, he is living here and trading as a baker.  Also in the 
property is his wife, his four children, his mother, an apprentice and two servants.  He had 
married his wife, Harriet Cauler, at Wisbech in 1871 11  and he moved to Great Yarmouth in 1876.  
By 1891, The bakery was in the hands of Thomas Walter Bebee’s son, Walter James, who had 
married Martha Salmon Low in Cambridge in 1882. The Bebees also had a shop at 22 Regent 
Street in the centre of Great Yarmouth. 10   By 1892, Thomas Walter Bebee had retired to Belle 
Vue, Cliff Hill, Gorleston in his mid-fifties.  He lived there in 1891 with his wife, a daughter, two 
boarders and two servants. He died in 1912 at the age of 78 years and left £3,677.  At probate he 
was described as a boarding house proprietor.  In his retirement he was a churchwarden at 
Gorleston Parish Church and for many years he was a member of the Board of Guardians to the 
Poor. At his funeral, the Vicar of Gorleston, Rev’d. Forbes Phillips said: Thomas Bebee was a 
man of the strictest integrity, a good friend to the poor and he helped them in a real way without 
advertising what he did. 

 
Walter James Bebee was a regular subscriber to Eastern Counties’ Asylum for Idiots, Colchester.  
For example, he donated £2 12s 6d in 1886, five guineas in 1885 and 1884 and ten shillings and 



sixpence in 1883.  Great Yarmouth housed their severely mentally disabled residents in this 
asylum. 12 

 
The Bebee family were to remain at 135 King Street for over 30 years with the business passing 
down the generations to Rupert Bebee.  In 1911, Walter James Beevor was living with his son, 
Rupert at 89 Hamilton Road, Great Yarmouth.  Both were bakers and confectioners and were still 
operating from 135 King Street.  Rupert was an employer and Walter was a worker and, thus now 
employed.  In 1917, Walter James Bebee died in Epsom and left £452 to his son, Rupert.  Rupert 
was called-up into the Army Service Corps in 1917 during the First World War.  At that time he 
was living at 62 Alderson Road in Great Yarmouth.  By now he was employed as a baker at 135 
King Street and at 8a St. Nicholas Road, Great Yarmouth by Harry Andrews, who had previously 
successfully applied for Rupert to be exempt from war service, as he was the only man left to 
bake bread in his business.  His army record tells us that he was five feet three and a quarter 
inches tall and weighed just over seven and a half stone. He was medically graded as B1 on 
account of his poor physique. He served in Egypt and by the end of the war he had been 
promoted to a sergeant and was a chief clerk in an army bakery.   He was demobilised with a 
good reference in April 1920 and was awarded the Victory Medal.  He died in 1962 in the Diss 
area of Norfolk at the age of 78 years. 
 
In 1913, the Bebee family had left the shop and it was in the hands of Alfred Duffell a 
confectioner.  Alfred Duffell died in 1928 and left £286.  His obituary states: his name was an 
honoured one of an old Great Yarmouth family, which he worthily represented. For many years he 
carried out a large confectioner’s and fruiterer’s business with integrity that won respect.  His 
interests outside his business were largely centred on St. Peter’s Church, where he was an active 

Walter Bebee’s shop at 135 King Street dated c 1912 
Note the Prince of Wales’ feathers over the door which suggests that Edward, Prince of Wales patronised 

this shop on his many visits to Great Yarmouth 
Courtesy of Great Yarmouth Library 



church worker, a member of the church 
council and a member of St. Peter’s 
Church Debating Society, taking part 
with much ability in its discussions.  He 

was buried in St. Nicholas’ Churchyard.  
The Duffell family occupied the property 
until at least 1934.16   Presumably, 
Alfred Duffell’s son took it over. 
 
From 1948 until 2012 the property has 
been in the hands of the Howkins’ 
family, trading as furniture dealers and 
selling jewellery, binoculars, a large 
stock of antiques, guns, antiques, etc. 
   
The majority of the adjacent Row 113 
has been demolished and is now 
terminated by Townshend Close, which 
was built after the Second World War. All that is left is the north side of 135 King Street, the 
adjoining two Row cottages, a yard and a Victorian warehouse.  It is difficult to ascertain who was 

living in the adjacent Row 113 cottages at the rear of 135 King Street.  Although Row 113 is 
relatively short, according to the census returns, it contained between eleven and 17 families in 
the years following 1841.  No clue is given in the census at which end of the Row the enumerator 
started from.  In 1841, there were 83 people from 17 families living in the Row. However, in  1891, 
the Census Enumerator, states that he commences at the south-east corner of Row 113 on the 
south side.  Therefore, the cottages adjoining 135 King Street are number 14 and 14a.  In number 

135 King Street in 1979  
Courtesy of Great Yarmouth Library 

Alfred Duffell’s grave in St. Nicholas’  Churchyard  
Great Yarmouth 



14, there lived 60 year-old Joseph Parnell, a shoemaker and a lodger, who was a smacksmen.  
The cottage had two rooms. At number 14a, Selina Chapman was the head of the household.  
She was a dressmaker and lived with three lodgers, who were a ropemaker, a shipwright and a 
stationer’s assistant.  Also living in the Row were a sailmaker, two lamp-lighters, two fishermen, a 
mariner, a general carter and an army pensioner of the 9th Regiment. 
 
In the 1871 Census Return, number 12 Row 113 is adjacent to 135 King Street and is occupied 
by Eliza Fulcher, a fishing netmaker, and her daughter.  The next dwelling is labelled as the Yard.  
In this lives James Temple, who was a mariner, his wife and five children.  The rest of the Row is 
made up of a mariner, a cabman, a labourer, three fishermen and a ransacker. 
 
In 1886, Row 113 contained 23 families, including a painter, two carpenters, a mariner, a 
lamplighter, a labourer, two coopers, a blockmaker, a foundryman, a carter, a sailmaker, a 
smacksman and a porter. 
 
By 1911, Row 113 is home to a gas fitter, a commission agent, a coachman to a doctor, an oilskin 
dresser, a stationary engine driver at the gas company, a blacksmith’s apprentice, two council 
labourers, an apprentice house painter, a fish hawker, a kinomatograph apprentice, a fisherman, 
a dock labourer, a fish worker, an errand boy, a nursemaid, a potato dealer and a tripe shop 
assistant. 
 
Further research is being carried out to further develop the history of the buildings and the dating 
of the wall paintings and the conservation of them.  The wall paintings are an important find for 
the history of Great Yarmouth, as they appear to be unique in a town house.  It also further 
demonstrates how the rich citizens of the town with their opulent houses lived cheek by jowl with 
the poor. 
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